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i" Ope it
practice

. safe, saad Canan
P IR be a. bit of
Jor you
The safe, a com’blnatmn Iob,
was behind the Turher water-
coIou.r, r‘and. Lorxelfy ht"mrled.
i e was
mallmg tegephon numihérs
- thought Callan, as he carried
-+ on-with: hls read‘ng The filing
foa.bmet.s were - filled ~ with
Trevidente tha.t;Kelt,h was to.-be
seen on the telly—and noth-
: ing more. But Lonely wept on
cbwitling -and - found the rigat
-combination .. at . .last,r and
..Callan wandered Ofver to see
w’hat. he'd found. s

: texesu n wh.sny
LAkl more. than “just
K ‘nat.iona.l pride;. it sgemed.
~de  ovmed: Z- third- Ut a
: distillery:and thers weére the
share certificates to prove-it,
i which expla,med why hg-was
.-nch And that was: about
cal: that thEre was—except bhe
scrap‘oook
-¥aijth, Ait. seemed, -wa.s fas-
c'mafted by Keith, The: book
+-was_.crammeéd ‘with chpmngs
- \.uttmgs. ~ Phal aphs. ;; All
-abgut Keith. And poing back
time from the presenf-.to
hls childhood—the . firgt was
one’of Keith in his pranm. ... .
+~Callan flicked through it im-
‘patiently—so 1mpat1ent1v that
< he very nearly ‘missed the |
* ofly dne wert Having. . . .
oo It wis. ¢ menu from: some
: I‘ong-for% otien. dinner, and. it
hick, ‘He ‘took & knife
rom © hig poc‘ket _and. prised
delica.t.ely while Lonely went -
“'back to vhe. snuff-boxes:  Be-
hina the meni .was a phato-
; F A young -man, tall,
w a.th emc,hpo ing .a gunt “and
"writter "across it~ W;th all
my love, A.D."
Lonely watched moodily a3
Callan ‘produced a’ camera,
sand photographed & photo-
.graph, Barmy..
was- ba.rm
“placed . the - menu 6
‘“scrapbigk ‘bacgk in ¥ je safe,
“lgcked it and replaced .
~Turner water-colpur..
SO YWang  to take -3: ‘.look
upstalrs P sadd - Lonely.‘
o " Yes,” ‘said Callan. > da.
Az ‘soon as- youve put that
snuﬂ'-bogc buck. : itr s 100,
Miss Tomax: slepi er:
_.1 seemed, ‘but, by the ldok of
hastely: ensugh. ;U 8h
hadﬂ. lot "of clothes;
read a lot’ of" ks, and in
one "of them she had hidden a
hotograph—-—or used-it- as &
lanark. - As: young - man :
-all, athletio, on horSeback
* .rldmg HCrQSs a anc%sc‘apa
':that was not. Engixsh L
L On” it too’was, writteh ;
"W:th ‘all -my Teve.” But that
o - 11:1.1'1Ii'!ﬁné,'].t.'s.l'zhezg.‘he1{1:.l .
p 0 ogra,p € at
a5 tlme. 1o -

>

ERES endoyed the ‘Aight
to.Malaga. .Their
hostéss . was pretty, and
served.. .the _kind. ~of .
Scbtch he preferred. Besides,
there: was . the . prospest ot
Spanish : foodand- Q “action.
CIf 'he was sent as. bhack-up .
* man-for: Callan- there ‘had to
g chance of action. . ..
-Thev arrived on time, and
s hired Ford was waiting for
..‘bhem. -and.ig ils« glove . com~
partment two 357 .. Magpums.
Action .. Wl “They drove to
,,Cordoba, sxirting “Cadiz,. then
‘“leaving the sea, pash. ora.nge-
groves _and’ vmevardu to
where _the high Sierras pro-
vided nframe for Ke,lhh’s
ity -in decay.
"I‘hat. it was bea utiful they
ad nadoupt, bus. thﬂy had
come - for bemuty. ~.The
1th” “a. cathedral
the “great houses
#with tHeir walled gardens, for
Sthese” thére " was 1o - time,
miv were ‘hunters in pursuit .

-{he ultimate, prey; and for -

~ thenl” beautv Was, mea.ning-
¥ o keeb

the .. -

thelr .~randezvoug. with
Keith:~, . . hike two leopards,
thought Callain, relying on a
jackal. -

But Kem‘n and Mis§. Tomax.
1t seemed, were dining -with
some; ‘geezer from.-Spanlsh’
television, and;so- they: could
do/’ nothm,q- but wait.;So .they
ate- changuetes and Callos: a .
-l Madrileau, drank. - Rioja "
“wine, and went: back -to* their
rooms;  Waiting ~was -some-
thing they knew all about ; all -

vtou could do _wWas. endure.\ B

it -

Meres: went into his room
and ducked withont knowmg
why, Al he ‘knew - was:. - that -
there was danger. . So . he.
ducked : -and - threw up his.
arm, and . the knife sliced .
onen the sleeve .of the best
Hzht-weight 1a.oket he‘d ever
owned. .

Its owrier: st.rucx s,gain and
Meres swerved, the knife
siammed into” the door. Meres
lashed out then, buf his
attacker was alreadv moving
away with 'a dancer’s grace,
lettm.csr the impetus, of Meres's”
blow bring Meres close enion h
for the assailant to hit bac
end hit hard. . . ., It Was ovex'
in seconds: when Callan
came in Meres was on the.
floor and groaning: the
- only signs. of his .attacker: a
“butcher’s knifé stuck in - a
“door—and ‘an’ open window.

Callan fefched water, but
Meres-. book - whisky. The
“¥iolation. .of Hhis. jacket had
upset” him. He looked sus-
“piciously at Callan ; *“You're
trymg not to laugh” he sa.xd
“What's so funny ?

A tall feller 7 7 said Callan.
= Athletic? *  Meres nodded.
©*-He must have got our rooms

mired up,”  Callan said, and
= laughed aloud. “He was
after meX -

'he whelé job '-: .
Y. . ... Cadlan. re-"-. -

EITH a.m'l Kirsty Lmax

ot back at 11.30, which

‘made:it an early dinner

in Andalueia, and came

at once to- Callan’s room,

. ‘where: Qallan- and Meres

. % looked: haggard,

but Kext was bouncing with

energy couldn't wait. He p:a.ve
.....hsm -Dawes’s adress. . ;. -

Callair left, and Meres stood -

up,and made a languid, grace- -

= ful’ gesture that finished up
cinside his: second best. light~
" welght coat, took out the Mag-
Snum,c Y How © gbout a  little
three-handed bridge until our .
lezder gets hack ?” he said. At
. Brst Keith couldn't helieve. it,
" but'in the end he. beheved the -
Ma.gnum. .
"The hous 1
‘fwas' . old--and cool, . and ;
. apparéntly: deserfed except for "
- & sleeping servant, but it had
: g garden that . was mostly
ﬂowers, and in- “the courtyard
Alfred Dawes sat reading by
.the light of an -oil-larap.. It
.had  to. be - Dawes, t.houghi;
ICsllan: had 0 be the older
wersion - of the -man - whose
picture he'd found in Keith’s
.-Scrap-book, -but his face was
. @’ monument to enduring pain,
He looked eighty. at least..

+ -Dawes looked at the intruder
-without ahy_ v151ble -sign- of
~fear. The in made ‘fear. of
- .death .rrelevant He: began to
;speak in -Spanish.

Callan said, “1’ hcmen’t

.- come to -steal, Mr. Dawes.”

. - The:old man sighed to Hear
~his -resl!  rame - rertioned.
“ British Intelligence’?” -he
~asked © and- Callan nodded,
“T've been expecting you for
twenty-seven - years. - You've
‘corne to take me back 7% -

# That's right.”
I have s osteo-arthrms »o
" ‘Dawes .said. - ¢ It’s at  the
terméneg{ stagt%. . Whg.tsmth:
poin putting . m -
- prison hosp!.bal 77 5 : y
[ o]

“"* What's .- the pmm‘." :

" was confirmed.

- interrupted,
- must warn you, Mr, Dawes, if
anybody should come. in on US -

betraying . your country?”

, said Callan,

-“ There were two a,ctually
‘Dawes sald at once,
first was that I thought. lt

_right to do'so——"

“ You - took  money,” said
Callan.

“Oh Indeed. Mge second
oint. I had -just en told
hat I had thls affliction,

Suddenly I longed for sun-

light, I could no longer. work,”

but -1 wanted oy .rest to be

-'comifortable”
‘ ‘mo  word abma“_
. gour illness in your file” said

“There’s .
~Callan. |
" How- cou]d there be ? It
England — and

e You came stnght here 7
X Russig, first,”. said Dawes,

."J.’ had.so much to tell them
- that needed a lab”’
,aua.n brok.e into .

“But they let you go? "
M Quite happily,”
Da.wes. “Oonce

longer work, you see. 2o they
arranged a- cover-story for

me . & New name, a new
identity, and I came here—
and was happy between Louts

‘ of pain”

“ But why Spain?
“Can you think of =a

“eountry less likely to harbour
‘8 Communist sympathiser ?

And ‘I love this city.”. He

“talked of it then, rhapsod:s—

ing a§ Keith had done, but
with a real affection. On and
on he talked, until Callan

+ and sald, “I

—I'm armed.”

The old man said, “No gne
will do so. Not tonight. You
have my word.” He laughed
then, harshly, *If & traitors
word is acceptable . . . Whe
betrayed me ? "

“Alexander - Keith.”

Callan, *“ He saw you here
when he was setling up a v

old Sandy,"
“I loved him onece,

" ahd he loved me— in so far as
he ‘was capable of loving.

Callan and Meres
‘burst into the hideout

took & woman to show me
what a fool I'd been.”

“If he Ioved You—uwny
would he betray you? .

“Because I left him,” said
Dawes. - "1  wonder—could
You pour me some water ? My
pains have started again.”

gaid . at

" from his pocket, and si'look

tablets - from . if, swallowed
them, and sipped the water.

“ Twenty-seven years,” ' he

i last, “It's time
enough to be prepared.”

“ How long will the tablets

- take ? 7 Callan asked.

“ You knew then ? * Callan
nodded. “ And you didn't. stop
me ? I'm obliged to wvou. . .
It won't he long” Callan sat
and -waited.

Dawes said: * I insisted
that if this happéned I must
accept the consequences, . . .

. Mapgnum for company.
-about - his

there was happiness too.”
Iis head dropned forward :
it was as if he were asleep....

ALLAN went back to
where Meres walted,
with only . Keith and
Kirsty Lomax and tgtz
started - yelling
friends in  high -
Callan said

cnce Keith

places.

- Meres, “ If he doesn’t shut up. .
belt Rim.”—and Meres smlled, e

ne more. But it was enough

. talkifur about,” S
- T Dawes's -son;y” sald Callan. =,
- “Where is he ?
‘darling. He TIoves 1you.
rote it in. Spanish -op.:the:

"rifie” said Callan,

" list too,”

. was ¢ Red too,

' agent - sehool

Keith was still.

Callan turned
“Where is Hhe,
. asked.

Callan poured water from
a _]llg on a table by the old
man’s side, and took it to
him, waited, impassive, as
Dawes -fumbled a - litile bottle

But . he doesn’t always
listen.” The eyes dropped; the
volee sounded- faintly once
more. “ There are so many
thlngs one regrets. . wi But :

to the girl.
love?” he-

“I don't’ know what you’re" '

: 9

she said '

Come. on.
" He

photograph he sent you. He's
probably walting for nou now

‘to tell you: how ‘he sliced

Meres's sleeve with @ Icmfe.
Where is he?”

“He wouldn't,” she said.
" He promised me —"

“ His word’s ﬂot as good as
his. fother’s,” said Callan.

“You tipped him off I was
coming to see you in Hamp--

stead —

“T told him,” the girl said.

“But it wasn’t a  tip ofl.

just toid kim ... . He had to-
know.”

“ He shot at me with «
“Oonly I
‘.i.u;w, lucky. A foxr sgved my
ife.”

“Good God,” =ald Keith,

“ Heep on saying that”
gaid Callan. “You're on the
JHe swung back to
the girl. “ Where is he? Look

Miss Lomazx, I only wani io’

tell him i's no use. . - . Not‘.‘
any more, - His father's dead.
She - wept . thern, and told
them where he was.
rgom above a_ café - where
flamenco blared, their own
secrat room, higden from his
father, from Xeith, where
they -could be happy. . . . But
it was Callan and Meres who
went there and kicked in the
door to face the tall, athletic
man with guns in their hands
to hold him still as Calisan
told him Dawes was dead. It
was over. . . . But the tall man
didn't think so, and grabbed
for a pistol, and Meres shot
him while flamenco blared.
Callan cursed and ran.
where the tall ‘man_lay, nobt
quite dead. “va father,” the
tall man said, * My father.”

-He said it in Spanish.

E his
was
Spanish”  sald
Callan. “ But she
Dawes met
her in Moscow. By ithe time
she died six. yeers ago, she
waes paymaster for the Red
network in  Andalucia. . . .
and she had her son irained

toid me

13

at Lumumbda University all-

‘ready to take overs
did. If's

Which he
the hest foreign
o the ‘K, GB’s
go
¥ So Meres was justiﬁed in
killing him,” said Hunter.
“In a way.“

loved his _father._”

" Dawes know -what. his

It was a -

said ~Callan,
Byt even 80 — ithe feller

“Very proper ” sald Hunter-
“But he didn't love ys. Did
wife
and son were up to. do you

NP E tmnk he cgid)y se.id
Callan, “but. he was .q Hed
“too, remember . . . And the
only big thing in his life was
pain.”

“aAnd so you let him die,”
said Huntér. "You- acted
humanely-—and_ for once you
were justified. We- should not
persecute the dying. It would
ne oad for what Keith -would
call our image.”

e paused then continued:

. " This . gn-l. This Lomax
erson. Tve had & chat with
er. She -seems innocent

enough—of everything except
her own emotions—though of
colrrse  we'll open g file- on
her now- !

“That hardly seems an
adequate penalty Zfor the

. trouble she's - made. . . . She
met young Dawes and - "they
had an affair in Cordoba and
then in Y.ondon, a.nd she told
him things ——,” he scowled.

“Ag women will, And young

Dawes took action. Viclent

action. Why didn't he just

send his father away 2" .

. “Where - could he po?™

said Cailan, « egnd be happy ?

And anyway, o fourney would

have killed him. Besides —'

“Go on,” said Hunter,

“ He., must have told his,
K.G.B, controller what was’
happening,” said Callan, ™ and
I think they sow this opera-
tion @s a chance to kill me.
They @didnw't give a damn
about Dawes., His use was
over years ago—But it was a
chance to have a go al me, ...
I ‘hope I dow't sound big-
Readed.” -

“ Not st all.” said Hunter.
“The KGB has wanted you
dead for years.”

And one of these days
‘they'll get whal they wans
thought Callan.” Aloud he
sauil, ': What happens io the
girl ? ) .

Hunter looked 4t his watch
and turned¢ on the TV set.

. “"'What do you suggest ? " he

asked.
ott Eeith

A picture
eppeared. .

“ Give her back to him,”
said Callan. -« That should be
punishment enough—even jor
you.”.

: think ¥
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Next Week: File on
a harassed Hunter

diagnosed : in ‘California -
-just three weeks before I went
-~back - tg
‘defecbed .

2y sald :
e dihgnosis -
I couﬁ?‘ ‘no

said

‘said

1t

RWe i"e glad we've aiways saved wnth Natxonmde.Wo know

the money will come in usef

. Areallygoodi interest rateon
Nationwide Share Accounts

6-50* basic rate income tax paid*
. equal to 10-00% gross -

Putin what you like, when you
like. Taking your money out
is very easy. No bank charges
to pay. Interest is paid half-
yearly, or it can be leftin
~ the account to grow. It
rreally does add up-.

Invest your savings securely —

open a Nationwide Share

Account now.

You'll find the address of

your local Nationwide branch

"in Yellow Pages, or just post
the coupon.

*at the rate of 35%

The Bulldnoae f lifetime

Funds exceed £2,100 million. Authorised for investment by trustees. Member of the Building Societies Association

To Natlonvmde Buﬂdmg Society,
Dept. MC, New Oxford House, :
ngh Holbom, London WCIV 6PW.

I/Wc enclose. a cheque/post:al orderfor ,

F
tid

Fu]l Name (s)

(£1 £10 000 or up to £20 000 inajointaccount) -

to opena Sharé Account.

~

Address

Date

Signature(s) .‘
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